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undesirable friend. Similarly, proposed marriages be-
tween members of this great settlement were examined
in advance in the interests of both parties. All this was
the work of the " life " Committee.

Another strongly developed side of the corporate
life was under the Cultural Committee. There were
grounds for football, tennis, hockey, and skating, and
the teams held a high place in the competitions of the
Moscow area. Dancing and music were encouraged,
also dramatics, and I found that the living quarters were
sometimes so allotted that the members of a given
" society " lived all together, and thus were at any time
able to rehearse the entertainments which they were
preparing. The art work included a number of remark-
able paintings produced here, mostly genre, and some
of them excellent types of portraits. The settlement
boasted a champion child chess player. The stores and
restaurant were first-rate, and there was an admirable
hospital with 114 beds and 800 out-patients. Sometimes
institutions of this kind have been regarded by ignorant
critics as little more than a facade, but I should be glad
to see more of them, with this scope of efficiency and
active life, in my own country.

On the eve of my departure I attended a krge meeting
at a workers' club, that of the railway men of the Kazan
Railway, to hear an address from a young member of
the Central Committee of the Government on Socialism
and Communism. The club was a spacious and attrac-
tive building. The workers were neatly clothed, and
many of them looked very intelligent. Government
meetings at this time were long and arduous, and I
think that the speaker must have been tired, and cer-